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T O 
The RIGHT HONOURABLE 

The Earl of BUTE, &c. 

One of his M A J E S T Y ' S Principal 
Secretaries of State, &c. 



My LORD, 

TH E arts are the true 
fources of the humanity, 
the wealth, and power of a nation : 
from the mutability of human af- 
fairs they have had their rife, their 
perfection, and fall in certain coun- 
tries : they have ever been with 

difficulty and much ex pence of 

. A time 
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time introduced anootig a peo- 
ple ; and without the indulgent 
care of thofe to whom the direc- 
tion of public afiairs is committed, 
they foon knguifb and decay. 

Senfible of thefe important 
truths, the wifeft pdnces and 
greatefi men, in all ages, have had 
the invention and ptiogrefs of arts 
mod at heart 5 they have fet the 
moft excellent examples of dili- 
gence and oecoftomy to others, 

i 

and have been the moft generoij^s 
patrons of ingenious, learned, or 
induftrious men. 

In 



1^ 
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In Great Britain, the art of war, 
which is only laudable from the ne- 
ceffity and gooddefign of it, has for 
fome years particularly engaged our 

attention. This, which has fuccecd- 
ed almoft equal to our wifhes, will, 
we hope, in a fliorttinae. bring about 
the de|ired effect, and afford us 
more leifure to confult the true 
happinefs and future fecurity of 
thefe kingdoms by cultivating and 
prwnoting the arts of peace. 

Even amidft the tumults of 
war, the fatfgues of civil and do- 
meftic affairs, your Lordship 

A 2 was 
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was pleafed to take notice of my 
endeavours this way. By your 
Lordship's good offices, I was en- 
abled to bring my new mathema- 
tical inftruments to great perfec- 
tion ; and, at your defire, I com- 

pleated a fet of them for the ufe 
of his Majesty, 



It was a circumftance veryibr- 
tunate for me, that your Lord- 
sHi p more thoroughly underftood 
my new mathematical principles, 

and was more fenfible of the ufes 
to which my inftruments might 
be applied, than any perlbn I ever 

met 
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met with. This at firft was mat- 
ter of furprize to me ; but I had 
no fooner feen your Lordship's 
own performances this way, which 
{o much furpafs the generality of 

our modem inventions, than this 
fiiperior {kill was eailly accounted 
for. 

The excellence of fuch juvenile 
exercifes, wherein the greateft 
minds have taken the higheft plea^ 
lure, and which are greatly prefe- 
rable to matters of opinion and 
uncertainty, no one is more fen- 
fible of, nor has more fuccefsfuUy 
experienced than your Lordship. 

They 



[ 
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They improve the invention, they 
ripen the judgment, and beget 
habits of accuracy, ft^dinefs, and 
perfeverance ; they qualify a per^ 
ion of great natural ^ts, a gene-r 
reus heart, suid virtuous diipoii- 

tion, for ading, in a mafterly 
manner, a fliperior part on die 
ftage of life. 

To thefe your Lordship has 
happily added, cxtenfive erudition 
and knowledge of mankind, great 
experience and exemplary con- 
duft in private life ; it is, there- 
fore, with the higheft juftice you 

pofTefs the firft rank among the 

great- 
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greateft men of the age. Such 

abilities and qualifications endear 
a Hohleman to his king and coun- 
try; and the native goodnefsand 
wiidom of his MAjEsfv have in no 
inftances been more confpicuous 
than in the choice of your Lord- 
sHtp, firft) for the faithful guideof 
his youthy as an eminent prelate 
has exprefled it ; and now for the 
difcharge of an important public 
ofHce, in this critical conjundhire, , 
when fo much of the future hap- 
pinefs ofthefe kingdoms is de- 
pending on the prefent manage- 
ment of puUic affairs. 

3 But 
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But as this is a fubjed which 
would require a volume to do it 
juftice, I muft not enter upon it 
in an addrefs of this kind. I con- 
clude, therefore, with humbly of- 

fering this other produdion of my 
younger days to your Lordship's 
patronage, and with publicly fub- 
fcribing myfelf, my Lord., 

Your Lordship's 
moil Obliged* 
and moft Obedient 
humble Servant^ 



DAVID LYLK 



THE 



P R E F A C E. 



SINCE all our ideas and 
thoughts exift only in our 
own breads, we are obliged, in 
order to carry on the purpofes of 
fociety, to make ufe of fome ex- 
ternal, means of fignifying them. 
Thefe (igns or means of fignify- 
ing our thoughts are in general 

b of 
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of two kinds, which are the ob- 
jedis oF two of our principal ex- 
ternal fenfes, the fight and hear- 
ing. The one of thefe omfiils 
of certain founds or noiies utter- 
ed by us, called articulate ibunds, 
and the other is compofed of cer- 
tain marks or other things which 
can be expofed to our Fiew> both 
which have their peculiar advan- 
tages and difadvantages. Articu- 
late ^unds, on account of the 
eafinefs and quickne^ of their ut- 
terance, are extremely proper for 
mutual and immediate convcrfa- 
tion J but they cannot be pre- 

ferved 
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fcrvcd for any length of time, nor 
conveyed to any confiderable dif- 
tance of place. 

This defedi: is extremely well 
fupplied by thofe kinds of figns 
which are the objedls of the fight, 
the greateft- part of which are 
neither limited by time nor place. 
The chief of thefe is writing, an 
art whofe excellence is well known 
in all the civilized parts of the 
world ; but neverthelefs it is not 
without fome defedls. Speaking, 
is the fignifying of our thoughts 

only, and by it we cai) exprefs 

b 2 them 
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them for the moft part as quickly 
and as eafily as they occur to our. 
minds ; but by writing, which 
fignifies both {peaking and think- 
ing, we cannot, by near a fifth 
or fixth part, keep pace with ei- 
ther of them. This is a real de- 
ficiency which deferves our at- 
tention, as it renders much writ- 
ing very fatiguing, and always im- 
pradicable; if a perfbn cannot 
retain his thoughts till he write 
them, or if the fpeaker doth not 
halt till the writer come up to 
him. To fupply this defedl, ne- 
ceflity and experience have al- 
ways, 
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ways, where much writing was 
pradifed, led mankind to fhorten 
it as much as they could. This 

they did in different ways, ac- 
cording to the nature of the 
writing, and at laft a particular 
kind of fhort writing was found 
out called fhort hand. This was 
invented, and is flill pradifed, in 
Great Britain. 

It is not my defign, however, 
in this preface, to enter upon any 
particular enquiry concerning the 
hiftory and methods of fhort 
writing, which have in all ages 

b 3 been 
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been p^red . no. of this pa.- 
ticukr ,kind of late invention, 
called fhoFt hand ; and therefore 
fliall 6nly give fome account of 
the following fyftem, and, the 
manner of compofing it, frcnn 
which its merit may be judged ; 
and previous to that, (hall take 
notice of fome general things by 
way of introdudion. 

To begin with the Egyptians : 
their firft way of writing, which 
coniifted in delineating rude pic- 
tures of things, inflead of writ- 
ing their names, as we do, was 

foon 
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loon abridged, and inilead of 
drawing the pidure at full length, 
only a principal part of it was 
delineated *. Thefe pi^kures have 
been called hieroglyphics by the 
Greeks, and the reft of the learn- 
ed world after them, and are 
ftill in ufe among the Mexicans 
and others. The Chinefe, it is 
faid, have fhortened and altered 

them fo far from the original, 
that the refemblance can fcarcehr 
be obferved ; and inftead of rc- 
prefenting things themfelves, they 

I 

* See Warburton's Divine Legation of 
^lofes, B. iv. f. 4. 

have 
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have long been made ufe of to 
iignify their names. 

The Hebrews, after alphabetic 
writing was found out, had diffe- 
rent ways of Shortening it +. They 
not only made the radical letters 
of a word ftand for the whole; 
but alfo joined a number of thefe 
together, and thereby compofed 
a technical word which fignified 
a whole fentence. Sometimes 
they made ufe of the initial letters, 
fometimes the final, for the fame 
purpofe ; at other times they 

t Sec Buxtoff, 6cc. 

joined 
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joined the initial and £nal letters 
of a word together,., inftead of 
the whole. Besides, they had 
fome arbitrary marks or remains 
of hieroglyphics. 

The Greeks * and Romans f 
likeways made their abbreviations 
by putting initial letters for words, 
by leaving out letters and {yl- 
lables, and frequently adding a 
mark or point to explain the ab- 

t 

breviation. They alfo made ufe 
of arbitrary marks or charaders 

% See Laertius, &c. 

f See Plutarch's Life of Cato, &c. 

for 
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for words, Syllables and termina> 
tions, which were invented far 
the purpofe, or taken from Tome 
remains of the ancient Egyptian 
hieroglyphics, and from all thefe 
ways put together, they were able 
to take down orations, &c. from 
the fpeakcr very exactly. After 
them, the fame methods of fhort 
writing were made ufe of in the 
different languages of Europe, till 
about the end of the fixteenth 
century. 

About this time John Willis, 
B. D. invented a new and fliort 

/ al- 



I 
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alphabet for the purpofe of (liort 
writing. This has been cultivated 
by a great number of authors 
fince his time, particularly by 
|r one Mr. Willis, who improved 

the method of Mr. John Willis, 
the firft inventor of an alphabet. 
After them fucceeded the follow- 
ing authors, whofe n^pes are 
known for having wrote on the 
fubje<3: : 

Mr. Labourer Mr. Everardt 
Dix Shelton 

Crds Bridges 

Metcalfe Rich 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hoptkins 
Farthing 
Ridpath 
Nicholas 
Addj 
Bodey 
Fajcy 
Heath 
Stringer 
Stede 



Mr. Tiiftn 
Coles 
Tannar 
Webfter 
Lane 
Bloffet 
Wefton 
Gibbs 
Gurney 
Macauly 

and 
Annet 



: have likewife been o- 

■hore fyftems never were 

; but for a particular hif- 

tory 
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tory of fhort hand, and the im- 
provements or alterations made 
by all thefe authors, I refer thofe 
who are curious to Mr. Cole's and 
Mr. Gibb's books on fhort hand, 

and fh'all only take notice of 
three of the lateft of thefe me- 
thods, which feem to be the moft 
remarkable, to wit, Wefton's, 
Macaulay's, and Annet's, from 
which the nature of this one may 
be judged. 

Mr. Wefton perceived, that the 

excellence of ihort hand depends 

more upon the good application 

of 
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of la alphabet, thaa upon the 
nature and choice of its charac- 
ters ; and that all die alphabets 
invented before his time, had been 
matly mifapplted. hi order, 
therefore, to improve rfie art, he 
did not think of inventing a new 
alphabet, which to him appeared 
impoffible ; but of rightly apply- 
ing one of the bell already in- 
Tcntcd to the purpofe of fpeedy 
and legible writing. In this he 
fucceeded fo well, that he feems 
to have carried his method to the 
gi^ateft degree of fliortoefs that 
the alphabet he made choice of 

was 
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was capable. But as the alphabet, 

which is the foundation of the 

whole, is not fb fimple as it 

ought to be, it was impoffible 

to bring the art to fo great 

perfedion, as the fame pains 

had been taken, and improve- 
meots had been made cm a good 

iimple alphabet, where each fim- 
ple jbund is figniiied by one {in- 
gle pdbt, or a (bait or curve line. 

For inftance, Mr» Wefton's cha- 
rader, or letter A, which is this, 
A, is£iulty in two refpeds. Firft, 
it is a compound charader, qr 
one conlifting of two lines, mak- 
ing 
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ing an angle at the top, repre* 
fenting a fimple found. This, 
for the fake of beauty, may be 
allowed in long hand ; but 
by no means in (hort hand, which 
diredly profefles the greateft pof- 
iible brevity. The fecond fault is 
that it is not a proper charader 
for a vowel ; for as vowels are 
moft frequently ufed, and, in 
words of many fyllables, are, as it 
were, the connedives of the con- 
fonants, their chara<^ers ought to 
be contrived, fb as to join the 
confonants eafily, and without any 

great 
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great hinderance in writing. But 
this is the fault of all (Kort hands 
that I have feen, and which I 
have endeavoured to obviate* 

The firft of thele lines which 
make up this chara<9:er with me 
fignifies v, and the fecond ^, and 
when joined in the fame way they 
reprefent the verb />ave been. A- 
gain, £ is a fimple confonant) and 
ought for the fame reafon to have 
a fimple chara<fter ; but Mr. 
Wefton's is this < , a character 
alfo compounded of two lines ; 
and therefore juft twice as long as 
it ought to be. The fame thing 

C might 
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might be obferved of all his vow- 
els and many of his conibnaats ; 
and confequently his method is 

nearly twice as long as otherwife 
it might have been : for his 
rules for the application of the al- 
phabet, which are generally very 
good, might have taken place al- 
moft in the fame proportion with 
fimple chara£):ers, as they do w;ith 
his compound ones, which will be 
evident from this method. This 
character with me alfo fignifies a 
word. 



Mr. 
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Mr. Macaulay again, having ob- 
ierved the faults of all the alpha-, 
bets that were theii contrived, 

. . ' • 

began to improve them ; but this 
he has carried to fuch an extra- 
vagant degree of refinement and 
minutenefs, that it has rendered 
the practice of. his method very 
troublefbme, and in fome cafes 
dmofl impra<9:icable. For iii- 
nance : he makes three lengths 
of a line fignify three different, 
letters or initial conlonants, which 
mufl occafion great confufion in 
Writing in a hurry ; and befides, 
ihcfe three different lengths fiahd 

C 2 for 
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(or different ones, as they are wrote 
above or upon the line ; and by 
this means, it happens in long 
words, that part of them muft be 
wrote above the line and part up- 
on it, .the inconvenience of which 
is too evident to be infixed on. 
Thefc faults,, with the bad choice 
of his vowels, feem to be great ob- 
jedions to his method. 

• 

« * 

. Mr. Annet has redified feveral 
things in the alphabet ; but ftill 
the great objedlion remains againft 

all his vowels except o ; and if it 
were not for this, and the want of 

proper 
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proper charaders for double and 
treble initial confonants, prepofi- 
tions and terminations, his me- 

\ 

thodfeems to be not anfiifs; for the 
joining the whole of a word to- 
gether, if it were done properly, is 
very advantageous, and which I 
have endeavoured to efiedt *. 

^ From 

* Since this improvement of jhort hand was 
put to the engraving, I have feen a nevr 
book on the fubjedt by Mr. Angell; but was 
furprifed to find it liable to the fame objec- 
tions with the reft. For example, his ^ is a 
compound charafter, confifting ofmy/and 
J, and with me it fignifies // is ; t is my / 
and termination tial&cc.f is my in tbe\ g 
is my prepofition^ inter and tb\ b \% my n 

C 3 and 
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From thefe, and many othef 
faults which I obferved in fliort 

hand> 

4 

and ^, and with me reads neceffary ; i is my 
/>&, and/)^, and with me ^\gmfit% thoroughly \ 
r is my « and /, joined improperly; v and/^, 
which by the bye ought not to have both the 
fame charader, as the one is a confonant 
and the other a vowel, is my prepofitiQn 
missindfn, and with melignifies mifmanage-^ 
w is my / and k^ and with me reads 
take ; ^ is my / and k^ cutting one another ; 

^ is my ^ and % and with me is can have^ 
&c. His double and treble initial confo* 
nants and vowels are liable to the fame ob- 
jeftions as the reft. 

After adding the above note, I have met 
with another book on the fubjeft by Mr» 
Taplin, without any date ; but as he men- 
tions the above book, he muft have wrote 
(ince it was publiftied* This method I find 

IS 
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hand, and fi-om feveral fruitlefs 
attempts to compofe one, I 

found 

IS (till liable to the fame objedions, toge- 
ther with one which had been removed by 
Mr. Annet. I mean the dijjotning the iba^ 
raSlers of a Jingle word. There are com- 
pound charafters for fome of the vowels, 
and not one proper charafter for any of 
them, nor for double and treble initial con« 
fonants, and very few for prepofitions, ter- 
minations, and auxiliary verbs, though they 
are very neceflary to make a method as 
fhort and legible as poflible. It mufl: alfo 
be wrong to have but one character for the 
hard and foft g andy ; and to have but one 
charaftcr for b andp, I (hould likewife think 
improper, as thefe letters occur very fre- 
quently. Further, when I compare his 
fimple alphabet with my ovin^ I find that 
his charafteffor a is compounded of my 

C 4 pre- 
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I 

found 'that to do it properly, and 
carry the art to a greater degree 
of perfedion, thefe four ends ought 
to be kept in view, i . The mod 
iimple characters pofUble ought 
to be found out, and their con- 
venicncy of writing and joining 
confidered, in order to fignify all 
the principal fimple founds and 
their modiHcations, ai)d as many 

compound ones as can be done 
in a convenient and fhort manner^ 

prepofition inter and i or hard c. His i 
is my inter and b\ and one of his charac- 
ters for the vowel ^, which by the bye ought 
not to have two charadters^ is compounded 
of my inter and s. 

3. An 



/ • 
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' I 

I 

2. An inquiry muft be made iiv 
to the Englifh language, with ^ 
view to find out , and ftate in orr 
dcr all the principal founds and 
modifications of found, together 
with their letters ; and to point 
out thofc founds and modifica- 
tions of found which are moft 
frequently ufeid and combined. 

3. Of thefecharaders, thofe which 
are moft eafily. wrote and jomed, 
muft, be aftumed to fignify the 
letters, or the founds and modi- 
fications which are moft frequent- 
ly ufed and combined with one 
another (for the charaders are 



uni- 
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univerlal ; but the method of ap- 
plying them ought to be accord- 
ing to the nature of the language 
they are defigned to reprefent,) 
and 4. The whole ought to be 
abridged as far as poffible, to leave 
it intelligible. Thefe are the 
views I kept in my eye in com- 
pofing the foUowmg lyftem, and 
of which I fhall here give fome 
account. 

I. The firft thing I did was to 
find out and colled all the pof- 
fible fimple charaders. And here 
I found that the moft fimple and 

ea{y 
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eafy which I could make, was a 
' fingle point, next to that a flxdt 
line, then a curve one, and laftly, 
a circle or cycloid. But as the 
number of thefe was very few, 
and confequently would not an- 
fwer the purpofe, I tried how far 
each might be varied: and firft 
I found a point could be varied 
no otherwife than by pofition and 
number, and therefore I conclu-r 
ded it might ferve to fignify par- 
ticles or other circumftances of 
names. Again, I found a ftrait 
line could be varied four ways in 
diredion, with regard to the line 

of' 



\ 
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of writing, viz. parallel, perpen- 
dicular, and directed to the right 
and left hand ; and each of thcfe 
I could vary two ways, and only 
two conveniently > in length, in the 
fame mariner as in long hand ; all 
which made up eight good fimple 
chara^ers. Further, the curve 
I found, might either be the femi- 
circumference of a fmall circle, 
or ellipfe, or the fegment of the cir- 
cumference of a great circle or 
ellipfe : and thefe again might be 
varied according to the lengths 
and directions of their diameters 

or fubtenfes, which might be the 

fame 
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fame with the eight preceding 
ftrait lines. Each of thefe 

w 

ftrait lines therefore having fix 
curve ones, two fmall (emicircum- 
ferences of circles, one on each 
fide, two of ellipfes, and two fcg- 
ments of the circumference of a 
larger circle, afforded no lefs than 
forty eight fimple charaders, 
which, with the other eight, made 
up fiftyfix. Some of thefe how- 
ever, particularly all the femicir- 
cumferences of circles, except one, 
I have not made ufe of, becaufe 
they approach too near the form 
of the fegments to be diftinguifh- 

able 
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able from them, in writing in ^ 
hafte. Laftly, the intire circle 
could only be varied in form, as 
into elliptic or oval ; or in mag- 

nitude, pofition, or number ; and 
as fbme of thefe could eafily and 
naturally be made in joining cha-: 

raders, I adopted them for my 
vowels. After all ; by confider- 
ing thefe fimplecharadlers, I made 
out fome compound ones for dou- 
ble and treble initial confbnanb 
and auxiliary verbs, Which do not 
fall in exa<9tly with the joinings of 
any of the fimple ones in writing, 
A great part of thefe charaders 

haver 
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have long ago' been found out and 
made ufe of in the art ; but in 
order to compleatthem, I went to 
work as if there never had been 
any, in the manner above related. 



2. The fecond thing I did was 
to make an inquiry into the Eng- 
Hfli language, with a view to find 
out and ftate in order all the 

principal founds and modifications 
of found, together with their let- 
ters; and to point out thofe founds 
and modifications which are more 
frequently ufed and combined in 

our 
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our language. The refult of my 
firft enquiry was as follows : 

\ 

t > 

t 

Speaking coniifts of articulate 
founds, called vowels, and modi* 
ficatiohs of thefe founds, called 
confonants. Sounds are different, 
according to the modifications of 
them, by the organs of Ipeaking. 
Thefe modifications are either 
thofe which have a noife, (for 

I can find no other term iuf* 
ficicntly general for it) of their 
own, or thofe which have no (ott 
of noife, called abfblute mutes. 
Noife confifts of found, hifi, or 
2 both 



^* 
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both mixed together. Each of 
thefe again is either hard or {bfti 
and emitted through the mouth 
or nofe, or both at the hmt time. 

No cnie language perliaps in 
the world makes common ufe of 

» 

all the articulate noifes that can 
he performed by the human or-* 
gans of {peaking; nor has any 
one diftindl chara^^ers to fignify 
thofe which arc commonly ufed 
in it, much lels of thofe which 
are always capricioufly varied by 

lovers of fuch novelties ; and there- 
fore I could only enumerate and 

D make 
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make ufe of the principal and moft 
univerfal ones in our language^ 
which is all that is neceiiary for my 
purpofe, and which I have drawn 
up in the following fcheme. In this 
fcheme I have taken the liberty to 
borrow foreign letters, chiefly from 
the two moft univerfally known 
languages which are now fpoken 
in Europe, the Italian and French ; 
and to invent one to (ignify a cer- 
tain found, for which we have ijo 
letter ; and laftly, for the fake of 
brevity, to fet the common alge- 
braic mark of equality betweea 

tliofe letters whofe principal 
2 founds 



t ■>. 
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Ibtihds dr modincadons are the 
fame: for, on account of the 
taguenels and deficiency of let- 
ters, I was obl%ed to attend 
chiefly to the founds or their mo- 
difications ; aiid, in order to af- 
certain them, I have defcribed 
their formations by the organs of 
fpeaking. 

Note, Gr. ftands for Greek, It. for Ita- 
lian, Eng. for £ngij(h, and Fr, for 
French. 



D 2 THE 



k 



'4, . d 



f 

t 

I 



xUr PREFACE. 



THE SCHEME. 

Speaking confifts of 
I. Sounds called vowels. 

1. Thofe modified by raifing 
the under lip and jaw a little for 

each, in the order they are here 
fet down, the root of the tongue 
being firft placed near the palate, 
and the under lip and jaw depref- 
&d a little below its natural po- 
fition. 

A very broad in tall, war, = aw,, 

=; a German* 
A broad in mjfter, = a lt.=a Fr. 

U fhort,, 
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v. 



tt fliort, in t«rn,a=fl dofe, It. in 

Bobgna, &c. 
O long, in ftore, =o open, It. =<7« 

and^ Fr. 
XJ long, in £«II, = oo Eng» = u It. 
=s«^ Fr, 

2. Thofe modified by raifing 
the middle of the tongue a little 
nearer the palate for each, the firft 

beginning when placed pretty 
n^r its natural pofition. 

£ open in mnid, f^nd, &c. 

A flender in b^d,=^^ in h^<2d,=r 

ai in (ai^,=:a Eng. = » Gr. = 

/open, Fr. 

D 3 E or 
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i ■ * • 

E and i fliort, in lijb^ral, kai, == f 
fern. Fr. 

E long in g^t = « It. == ^ mafib. Fr. 
I long, in T/egc === ee Eng == i It. 
s=y or / Fr. 

II. Modifications of found, called 

confonants. 

I. Thofe which have a poife 
of their own diftindt from thp 
found of the vowel, but which pafs 

immediately to the found of the 
vowel, without their own beinc; 
much heard. "! 

^. Thofe which have a found of 
their own. 

a. Which can be continued, called 
femivowels. 
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*. Thofe founded through the 
mouth, called oral femivowels. 

Y=« i long, leaving its ovm found, 
and joining with another vowel; 
as in j^ou = /ou=^«ou. 

R. A trilling found performed by 
the vibrations of the tip of the 
tongue upon the fore part of 
the palate, as in rare. The 

trill of this found is frequently 
neglected, and there are fome 
people who cannot perform it; 

t 

L. The tip of the tongue joined 
to the fore part of the palate, 
and the found efcaping between 

P 4 the 
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the {ides of the tongue and 
lieeth ; as in loll. 

W. =T» u long^ when ufed like i Ions 
or y as a confonant, that is paf^ 
fing quickly from its own found 
to that of its vowel, as in way, 
ssj/zay—oaay. 

^. Thofe founded through the 
nofe, called nafal femiyowels. 

t!jg=n befpre 1?, &c.=n nafal Fr. 
The middle of the tongue upoQ 
the palate. This confbnant 
never begins a word or iyllable, 

and 
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and is too ftrongly founded by 
the French. 

N. The end of the tongue , upon 
the fore part of the palate ; 
pearjy as /. Ex. »o»e. 

M. The lips joined together; as 
in muf»» 

^ Thofe which cannot be con^ 
tinned any longer than till that 

N 

part of the throat behind the 
formation fill with breath, tha 
paflage into the nofe being 
flopped up by the root of the 
tongue. Thefe are cal|pd half 
mutes.* 
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G = y Gr. The root of the tongue 
upon the palate, as in gag, 

D. The tip of the tcHigue upon 
the fore part of the palate, as 
/. Ex. diJ. 

B. The lips joined as m. £x, 

« 

B. Thofe which have a hifs, called 
foft afpirates, 

H. A ftrong compreHlon of the 
throat; as in i6ow. 

(Ch = ?c Gr. The middle of the 
tongue very near the palate, 

fel- 



mm 
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i&kioni ufed now in our Ian- 
guage. 

$h, = ch Fr. The middle qf the 
tongue a litde fcooped and near 

the palate ; as in y^all. 

S, when placed at the beginning 
of words = fs, = (oft c The 
fore part of the tongue very 
near the palate, as in^p, ma/}, 
chace* Too often ufed. 

Th, at the end of words, = ^ An- 
glo-Saxon. The tip of the 
tongue upon the infide of the 
upper fore teeth ; as in wi//6. 

F. 
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F. The under lip upon the upper 
fore teeth ; as in i/i 

C. Thofe which have a hifs and 
found together, called hard 
alpirates. 

I*. Groan, or h founded. 

G, when = foft g Fr. Sh founded. 
Never ufed in EngliQi. 

i 

Z or s, when placed at the end of 
words, as in hij, ix, ma;2re. 

Th founded. Ufed at the begin- 
ning of words=j> Anglo-Saxon, 
as in thdit, 

V, F founded j as in z;alue, wa««; 

2. Thofe 
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2. Thofe which have no noife, 
called abfolute mutes. 

K == hard c, = « Gr, The mid- 
dle of the tongue upon the pa- 
late, as ng and g. Ex. cayJe. 

T. The tip of the tongue upon 
the forepart of the palate j z&n 
an4 d* £x» /o> 

P. The lips joined ; as m, and B, 
Ex. fopc. 

Having thus arranged in order 
the principal £>undsy and dieir mo- 
dincations, together with the let- 



^ 



ters, 
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ters fignifying both, my nextinqtii-^ 
ry was to find out thofe which are' 
moft frequently ufed and com- 
bined in our language ; but of 
this I can only here observe fome 
general things. The foft afpirates 
from the difagreeablenefs of their 
founds, are feldom combined a- 
mong themfelves, and are gra- 
dually going into difiife. Semi- 
vowels, femi-mutcs, and mutes^ 
are frequently combined with only" 

t 

intervening vowels ; and the (emi- 
vowels, from thefweetnefs of their 
founds, and the eafincfs of pro^- 
nouncing them, are moft frequent- 
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\y ufed, and on account of the 
variety are very often combined 
with mutes. 

3, The third thing, according 
to my plan, after having confider- 

ed the characters and founds by 
themfelves, was to join them pro- 
perly together, and thus to make 
one complete alphabet both iim» 
pie ^nd compoundi This I found 
was very difficult, and to efFe^ it 
/ juftly in every relped according 

to my plan^ alxnoft impoilible. 
For in one fulijed, one word or 
phra{e often prevails through the 

whole, 
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whole, and in another, another $ 
and confequently the ufe of cer- 
tain founds with regard to fre- 
quency is altered. Nay, in the 
feme fubjed, the ftyle confider- 
ably alters the ufe of words and 
phrafes ; fome affeding a plain 
Englifli ftile, which no doubt is 
the beft; others a multitude c^ 
foreign words, ftudied expreffions, 
and elaborated antithefes. Fcm: 
thefe^reafons, an account of the 
calculations and changes I have 
made in affigning the charaders 
to the foundis and modifications 
of found would be too tedious 

here 
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here to enumerate. It will be 
neceflary therefore to confine my- 
felf to a few inftances. The vow- 
els, as I have already obferved, 
are, as it were, the connedives of 
the cpnfonants, and therefore 1 
made choice of the circle to re- 
prefent them ; becaufe fomething 
like it can be eafily made in join- 
ing lines. Thefe I have varied in 
eight different ways, and thereby 
have been able to fignify the prin- 
cipal founds of all the vowels. 
Among the confbnants I found 
that /^ is a found which feldom 
occurs twice in one word, and at 

E the 
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the fame time is very frequently 
ufed in our language j it there- 
fore required a charader that could 

eafily be wrote and joined; but 
needed not to be one that is con- 
venient for repetition. In .look- 
ing over my charaders, I found 
the long perpendicular line had 
thefe properties. It is very eafily 
wrote and joined ; but repeating 
runs it too far below the line for 
joining with other long characters, 
and thorefore I appropriated it to 
fignify thy and confequently the, 
which occurs almoft in every fen- 
tence. For the fame reafon I 

made 
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made choice of the charader for h 
andy, and fo of all the reft. The 
moft common of the other par- 
ticles I have reprefented by points 
in different pofitions, fome of 
which can be omitted, and the fol- 
lowing word put in their places; 
by which means a great advan- 
tage is gained, particularly when 

a and the are left out, as thefe par- 
tides occur almoft in every fen- 
tence. I have alfo made all the 
characters fignify one or two of 
the moft common words which 
are begun with them, which I 

have placed in the oppofite co- 

£ 2 lumn ; 
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lumn. I havealfo chofeo as conve- 
nient charaders for auxiliary verbs 
as I could, according to my ge- 
neral plan, which greatly fliortens 
the writing, and renders it very 
legible. Further, the charaflers 
svhich I have affigned to my 
double and treble initial confo- 
nants are quite diiFerent from the 
fingle letters which fignify them 
ftparately, the advantage of which 
is this : they are not only as Ihort 
and eafily wrote, but much more 
legible ; becaufe there is no dan- 
ger of reading a vowel between 
the fingle letters, which muft of- 
ten 
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ten happen when the initial charac- 

ters are made up of them. Laftly, I 

took the fame pains with my pre- 
pofitions and i terminations, by 

whic words are greatly fliortened, 
and rendered much more legible. 
As to arbitrary or lymbolical cha- 
ra<9:er,s,I have made ufeof few, and 

thefeareonlyforfignifyingnumber, 
and fome of the divifions of time ; 
becaufe I found my fhort hand 
words full as fliort and eafily 
wrote, and my method much 

more uniform and ealily learned, 
than if it had been fluffed with a 
great number of marks and varied 

E 3 let- 
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letters of long hand alphabets; and 
the afcertaining of words in the 
dictionaries makes them as legible. 
There is one thing, however, which 
has a little embarrafled me, and 
that was , whether or not to make 
charadlers, when by themfelves, 
fignify different words above, up- 
on, and below the line of writing. 
This would a little Shorten a num- 
ber of words, and in appearance 
the art itfelf. But I found . that 
in my method it would have the 
contrary effed; becaufe it would 
take away the advantage of put- 
ting words in the places of the 

par- 
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particles of^ from^ withy and by, 

• ' 

which occur almoft in every fen- 
tence ; whereas, words fhortened 
in this way, frequently do not oc- 
cur in a great number. 

There are indeed fome of the 
charadlers, particularly thofe for 
Jhr^ thr^fp^ zxAfeems^ and appears^ 
confidered as common verbs that 
ought to have particular chara<S:ers, 
may be liable to objedlions, and 
therefore they require fome apo- 
logy. 1. Either thefe, or others 
not fo good, or elfe none at all, 
muft be made ufe of ; becaufe, as 

E 4 far 
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as, I can find, there are no other ir^ 
nature but thefe or fuch like rcr 
maining for them, after thie other 
confonants are fupplied. 2. Thefe 

yery characters are not fo auk- 
ward as many in foreign alpha- 
bets, vvhich ard wrote very fwiftly^ 
and even two of them are ufed in 
pur common long hand writing, 
viz. the tail of the fmall p. 3. 
Moft of thefe charaders that feem 
to have any difficulty are made 
choice of a^ near as may be, to re- 
prefent founds which are very fel- 

dom, and fome of them fcarcely 
ever, ufed. But upon the whole, 

it 
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it will be found, that practice or 
liabit, which conquers every diffi- 
culty of this kind, will make thefe 
as eaiy and familiar as long hand 
charaders. 

Further, if elliptic curves 
ihould be thought too long, they 

may be wrote circular, for thfe 
(difference is fmall ; and I have 
made them elliptical, only to 
keep them more diilind from 
their correfi^nding fegments 
^nd ftrait Hnes ; but if any 

one {hould even think thefe 
too long for fimple founds, he 
fnay make ufe of their corref- 

pond- 
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ponding fmall fegments. I mean, 
he may ukfub ioty, tia/for /, tiom 
for r, &c. and / and r again for pi 
and pr, 6cc. For the ufe of fuch I 

intended to have added an alphabet 
of this kind, and may perhaps flill 
do it, if itfhould be wanted. But in 
the following alphabet, which is 
my own choice, I have made ufe 
of the fmall fegments for prepo- 
Jittons and terminations ; becaufe 
it is very neceflary to have charac- 
ters to fignify them diftindt from 
all others : and befides they are 
better diftinguiflied from ftrait 
lines at the beginning and end of 

words 



J 
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words than in the middle; for 
there the fmall fegments are 
obfcure, and confequently in wri- 
ting in a hade, they muft be con- 
founded with the fhort ftrait 
lines. 



4. With regard to the fourth 
thing I had in view, it is contained 
in the rules, and exemplified in the 
Specimens and didionaries. Thefe 
lafl Teemed neceflary both as a 
compleat fpecimen for reading 
and writing, and to aicertain the 
characters, or fpelling of every long 
word in a fhort manner. 

It 
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It will be found that, in the dic- 
tionaries I have fome times not ad- 
hered ftridly to the founds of the 
vowels on feveral accounts, parti- 
cularly when they were differently 
ufed in different parts of the king- 
dom, or fometimes to diflingiiifh 

the word from fome othef, or 
perhaps through inadvertency 

of what may be called the 
moft modifh pronounciation ; but 
this I hope will be excufable, as 
every intelligent learner may alter 
this as he pleafes, and to others 

« 

it is of no manner of confequence^ 

3 ^^y 
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Only let it be obferved that under 

r 

the a ilender, I have defignedly 
included the e open, as their founds 
are not very diiFerent, and alfo 
have but one charader for both 

the broad a*s. 



As to the ufe of fhort hand, 
I have obferved already that it is 
to fupply the dcfed of long hand 
with regard to fpeed. And be- 
fides its ufe for writing after a 
fpeaker or teacher, it is extremely 
convenient for marking down any 

occurrence, obfervation, memo- 
randum, &c. and particularly in 

the 
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the mathematics; a$ it is very 
compendious, takes up very li- 

tle paper, or other writing ma- 
terial, and may be wrote with a 
lead pencil as well as pen and ink. 
Thefe laft are the only ufes I now 
make of it. 

Short hand may be learned in the 
j(ame way, and, even more eafily, 
than a Greek, Arabic, or any other 
foreign charader. A little may 
be wrote at a time, and intermixed 
with long hand, and even this will 
be found very ufeful, though one 

fhould 



i 
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fliould go no further than the par- 
ticles and common words. The 
ipelling, or charaders of each 
word, will be juft as eafily remem- 
beml and made familiar by prac- 

tice as the fpelling of long hand. 



If any perfon fhould think the 
method long, and confequently 
difficult to learn, let him only 
confider that the whole art is con- 
tained in the fecond and third 
chapters, and that all the reft of 
the book is only to fupply the 
place of a teacher ; and whoever 

does 



'^ 
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docs not Dnderftand the defcrip* 
tions of the charaders may eafily 
imitate the copies. 




\ 





I, i^ Simple Ckaraciers , ^ 

l.The^amtB. 



Tit Characiert. 



Tizt 




QC^a/^iHc^ofte/ei^aAM/ 



H, ^[he strait lined ChauxBcters, 

tJA£j^a/U/oirt?nhrJci£^^^ .i^nc 

_, ^ TheLengdis. 

tAey^^iA4>rt ane^ o/FinU^i^^a/rtAe/left^a/^ 
ortne//ona^ one^. t%7/o^at^ta^y^MnUln^ 

or^a^i/t%tcAy. Jhus ^ ^utj/tt/learyi/- 

4/na tonn^te>t/ufn/tne^ ^ma/u^ l^ntiui^c<^ 

tnH>ce/at$ Zona , Ibus \^Sny>^^ — 

^^— ^ThePofitions . ^-^ 

/€i/r, /!^/J4<5^/^^^/^/^'M^^^^5^Y^^J'A- 

do^ne^tJ^rm/e^i/i^ecte^tv tA^rtja/t/^und^ 

^Ihus > I I \ \ 

JH^The Curue lined Cjbaracters. ^ 




The Cbamcters, 






a^i4/'ouaAt^a/n/a^/v ^t^lot/^n^tih/n^, as. 



a^e 



Tibus, <=» o . ^^% &(bP. 




^€^a/u/ 
nMicAwAa^ie^/on4a£*^t^e^nidux/nu/^ ct^UJ^ 

Otimut&i^ a^&'nea^^€MUll^/o t^n^/ia4>&/ihe^ 
Wz^^'^^^^^^.-TJ?/^, n ^^ ^ /?^ ^. 

(I ^ 




4' 



* • -. 
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The Characters, 



C^rcce^ a/L6^,tHicA/^n/Aod^/,^€MBftii£j ate^eaual 

2hus, -«* ,^-^ ^-^ ^ ^ ^ ^J/^Xcci 

Jl.SObe Cotnpound Gharacters^ 

a^ou/^o?tt/tni4rt/la9^^€r>tAa/n/lA^ 
I. ^Ae/uo^fi^ CAa^,a.c6B^9» or tAod€/cjtA^ 

f__iiv\//A%,nffl/l„^,„,„c 



<^^/^^ 



__((;)'^V^ 



J 



•••• • • 

• * • • • 
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The Cbaracttrs. 



V/M|^4 '^ m in kK.^- 

„ ( ( I ) ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ 



^^.. 



(^^ > f- o o. , 



'nci'^O'fH^ tff lao^ over £lif'ti^r^Ma^A~' 




The Sim^^^ffb^bet^ 








1* The GxapLe ALphabet . 

Towels. Examples.^ Smpificatioatifi. 

^Ir^^oa//^. - . . Q Tnofi/n/. p tXa/l/. , 

Oarl/t^Aatti.^ micfu p out? 

^ TH^m^U ^ Ti^eiOTVL . •..- 

* "movfu 1 






JZorlf^Aat^.K nun/.. ...J^ % an^ypvm/l^ 
lona^. 



E 



^nume/. 



I lo?u^ — ..J meen/....^ 



Caufimxuits. Sigaificadans . 

Jr. o uow/u&^iuetk 

-Z/. n ^n/t^^lard^. 

-R ^ ate^OTim/rr. 

W. ^ n^a^^^n/ere/^TuoiAy.. 

^- o Myf..--- 

JVr. I Tw.naii 



The StmpleAlpbahet. 
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Confanants. 

M. ■:...:...- 

Gss y. : . .O 

D z> 

« 

B. 



Significations . 

y.ntC'.nune/ 




H. 
J. 



\ 

t 



Ae/,/u^ , /iMn/. 



Th. 

v.. 



) 



I 




/m^, a/ffUa^^jU*^. 



/ 



/ 



T, 



p^, /uu//. 

/ta4/€/,>c^. 

s ca/n/,/ct4Ji/. : 

/ fyr, iov^4^, 0/7, leti^. . /. . 

c Lrevit/e/,iiA/. 

H .The CaDipainid Alphabet . 

Wr ^ /ri^ran^. 

Wh^hfir, c: ^rt/Acc/u 

GL 

Gr. ... - 



y 
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The Comfiound^lpbahet, 



Canfonatits. 



Dr., 

i 

Dwr. 



"0/ 



Signi&cations. 
ana^^. 

dftAe/l/. 



^y"^ ■] 



31... . 
Br... 

SAr.. 
Snt... 
SI... 
Sk... 
Srv... 

S/c.... 
St.... 
Sfv... 

TAr.. 
FL.. 

Fr.... 






..rri 



..r 

..J 



xea// ' 

l^rt/n^.. 

t^rm/y. 

d^n^tz/um^r:). 

^r.e^ (^ymiaAty. 

e^in^f-C/^. 

tift^te/^ .'.. 

tjnr/z///. 

t^^/ciZl/, 

^^niv&d' i ^mudrly 

tAfi/tirt>. 

t/w'VTta^ \\i^^^n^, 

5^Lon^&r, fto^u/iMA/,. 
rrtta^a/nty. 



The Compound j!ilpbabet. 



Can&nants . ^ Signi&calianjs . 
Cl'/cl.. ..-.,/? c/tu^mj^, 



Cr-'/or. creadey^ , 

Qu'/iyn^..., .—^ U/iSdt^ien/. 

l{h ^ Ano/v-, /eil^f^/..... 

K^^jc^fOroj. o eau:£Ji/?.. 

Tr^. .„ irue/, ttui/iy ^ &U4aAtP 

Tn^. ., A hi/td^. 



Fl n /i/e^uud^u/?. 

Fr. ij /vufta^ux/', /ey. 



Scr^d/yr. 3 d€tc6€/,c/ctiJi£ii^tei.., 

S^a^-'dAft^. tjoua^taertrr^ 

Sir...:. g: d^rona., eftt^.. 

S/U.. f^ .^/i/e^^/Mt/. 

^ ' v-y. ^^Art^ 



* * •-I 



lO 



U^e I^po/itions . 
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